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Wernhor-Beit firm and took it to the Colonial Office, whence it CHAP.
was transmitted to Highbury. To the High Commissioner's
assurance that the Uitlandors had collapsed, the Colonial
Secretary answered, "Are you sure that Jameson has not moved
in consequence of collapse?"1 But this was no sooner sent
than official news of the crazy event was received from Sir
Hercules Robinson, who added that he had sent a special courier
from Mafeking hot-hoof on Jameson's track.
At this the Colonial Office sent its own messenger by fast train
to Birmingham.
This was tho night of the annual servants' ball at Highbury.
It is remembered that when the knowledge of disaster reached
him, he did not exclaim, though, he clenched his hands. He was
about to dress for dinner, but did not. Presently he spoke to
some of his family in the room: "If this succeeds, it will ruin me.
I am going up to London to crush it." A little thing worth telling
is that the Secretary of State, though he had made up his mind
to go to London by the last train,, would not have the coachman
disturbed or the festivities in any way deranged. After dinner
he sent the telegram cordially approving the High Commissioner's
measures, and adding: "Leave no stone unturned to prevent
mischief",2
The cab called was late in arriving. It was a cold starlit night.
Ready at the door he just caught the train at 12.50 A.M. and
reached Prince's Gardens at four in the morning.
When he took command at the Colonial Office he showed that
there was nothing on his conscience to make him a coward. The
uncertainty resembled what is called the fog of war. He could
not yet be sure that Rhodes was not behind Jameson. Rhodes in
fact had cabled to Miss Shaw:
Inform Chamberlain that I shall get through all right if he supports
me but he must not send cable like he sent to High Commissioner in
South Africa. To-day the crux is, I will win and South Africa will belong
to England.3
The Colonial Minister was bound to think the Raid a deeper-
brained affair than it proved. He could not be sure at all that the
1 C.7933, No. 4, p. 3.                                     a Ibid. No. 7, p. 4.
3 Select Committee, Appendix, p. 599.